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SPRING SEASON 2009  
 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely 
 
The spring 2009 season’s weather was relatively typical overall. Mean temperatures 
were warmer than normal across the state during March but near normal statewide during 
April and May. Precipitation was somewhat variable over the state during the period. March 
was dry across much of Kentucky, but especially so in the north-central part of the state, 
where Louisville and Lexington received less than half the normal amount of rainfall. In 
contrast, most of the Commonwealth received above-average rainfall during April and near 
normal to slightly above-normal precipitation during May. A lack of spring cold snaps bode 
well for natural and ornamental food supplies.  
Rarity highlights included Brown Pelican, Anhinga, White-faced Ibis, Great Black-
backed Gull, Western Kingbird, Northern Shrike, Rock Wren, Clay-colored Sparrow, 
Painted Bunting, and lingering White-winged Crossbills. In contrast to the spring of 2008, 
shorebirds were neither particularly diverse nor numerous despite the presence of some 
good habitat. Boreal finches lingered well into spring, and Pine Siskins apparently 
attempted to nest in north-central Kentucky. 
 Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these 
reports have been accepted as records for the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Observers 
are cautioned that records of out-of-season birds and all rarities must be accompanied with 
good details or documentation for acceptance. Documentation must be submitted to the 
Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list 
are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. 
 
 Abbreviations – County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/” 
symbol is used in place of “and”; “ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the 
observation was documented with photograph(s); “vt.” next to an observer’s initials 
indicates that the observation was documented on videotape; “†” next to an observer’s 
initials indicates that written details were submitted with the report; Place names: Ballard = 
Ballard WMA, Ballard; Barkley Dam = Barkley Dam, Lyon/Livingston; Barren = Barren 
River Lake, Allen/Barren; Berea Forest = Berea College Forest, Madison; Blood River = 
Blood River embayment, Kentucky Lake, Calloway; Calvert City = industrial ponds at 
Calvert City, Marshall; Camp #9 = Camp #9 coal preparation plant, Union; Camp #11 = 
former Camp #11 mine, Union; Casey Creek = Casey Creek embayment, Green River Lake, 
Adair; Cave Run Lake, Bath/Rowan (unless otherwise noted); Chaney Lake, Warren; 
Chenoa Lake, Bell; Cherokee Park, Jefferson; Clarks River = Clarks River NWR, Marshall; 
DBNF = Daniel Boone National Forest; East Bend = East Bend Power Station, w. Boone; 
Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson; Fishpond Lake, Letcher; Freeman Lake, Hardin; Griffin Park, 
Warren; Horseshoe Road = slough next to Horseshoe Road, w. Henderson; Jonathan Creek 
= Jonathan Creek embayment, Kentucky Lake, Marshall; KY 739 = transient pond along 
KY 739 se. of Williams Store, Logan; Ken = Ken Unit (including former Ken Hopewell 
and Homestead units) Peabody WMA, Ohio; Ky Dam = Kentucky Dam, Living-
ston/Marshall; Ky Dam Village = Kentucky Dam Village SRP, Marshall; Ky Lake = 
Kentucky Lake, Marshall/Lyon/Calloway/Trigg; Kuttawa = Lake Barkley at Kuttawa, 
Lyon; Lake Barkley, Lyon/Trigg; Lake No. 9, Fulton; LBL = Land Between the Lakes 
National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg; Little Lick = Little Lick Recreation Area, DBNF, 
Pulaski; Long Point = Long Point Unit, Reelfoot National Wildlife Refuge, Fulton; Lower 
Hickman Bottoms, w. Fulton; Mammoth Cave = Mammoth Cave National Park, Edmon-
son; Martins Fork Lake, Harlan; McDonald Landing Road, w. Henderson; McElroy = 
McElroy Lake, Warren; Melco = Melco flood retention basin, Jefferson; Minor Clark = 
Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan; Mitchell Lake, Ballard WMA, Ballard; Mt. Zion, 
Pulaski; NWR = National Wildlife Refuge; Obion = L.E. Schaaf Tract, Obion WMA, w. 
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Fulton; Open Pond, w. Fulton; Panorama Shores, e. Calloway on Ky Lake; Paradise = 
Paradise Power Plant sediment ponds, Muhlenberg; Payne Plant = Louisville Water Com-
pany Payne Treatment Plant, ne. Jefferson; Petros Pond, Warren; Pine Mt. SRP, Bell; 
Russellville, Logan; Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit of Sloughs WMA, Henderson; Sinclair 
= Sinclair Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg; Spindletop = University of Kentucky 
Spindletop Farm, Fayette; SNP = State Nature Preserve; SRP = State Resort Park; Surrey 
Hills Farm, ne. Jefferson; Vogue = Vogue Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg; Waitsboro = 
Waitsboro Recreation Area, Lake Cumberland, Pulaski; WKU Farm = Western Kentucky 
University Farm, Warren; WMA = Wildlife Management Area. 
 
Greater White-fronted Goose – 6 at Bal-
lard 27 March (SR) were the latest to be 
reported. 
 
Snow Goose – 4 likely injured birds lin-
gered at Ballard into May (m. ob.). 
 
Ross’s Goose – there were three reports: 1 
in flight with Canada Geese over Melco 5 
March (BP, EHu) represented a county 
first; 1 at Griffin Park 16 March–19 May 
(DR et al.); and 1 at Lake Reba, Madison, 
5 April (JCo). 
 
Cackling Goose – 1 on the w. side of Lake 
Barkley just s. of US 68/KY 80, Trigg, 6 
April (†BLi) established a new late depar-
ture date for the state. 
 
Tundra Swan – there were only two re-
ports: 4 from the wintering flock at Sauer-
heber were last seen 8 March (CC) and 1 
at Chaney Lake 19 March (DR). 
 
Wood Duck – 200+ at and near Long Point 
7 March (MA) was a noteworthy tally. 
 
Gadwall – ca. 12 at Open Pond 1 May (BP) 
and a female on Ky Lake above the dam 7 
May (BP et al.) were the latest to be re-
ported. 
 
Blue-winged Teal – 1 at the Louisville land-
fill 3 March (RAn) was the earliest to be 
reported; at least 300 next to Obion 1 May 
(BP) represented the season’s peak count; 
1 at Chaney Lake 22 May (DR) and 3 at 
Ellis Park, Henderson, 24 May (BP, EHu) 
were the latest to be reported. Other re-
ports of interest included 13 at Pine Mt. 
SRP, 2 at Martins Fork Lake, and 4 at 
Fishpond Lake, all 11 April (RD) 
 
Northern Shoveler – peak counts included 
250+ at and near Long Point 7 March 
(MA); 60 at the Reformatory Lake, Old-
ham, 18 March (BW); and ca. 500 in w. 
Fulton (BP) and 200+ at Ballard (SR), 
both 20 March. Latest to be reported was 
1 at Chaney Lake 10 May (DR). Also re-
ported were 5 at Martins Fork Lake 12 
March (RD, SD). 
 
Northern Pintail – at least 200 in w. Fulton 
3 March (HC, ME) represented the sea-
son’s peak count. 
 
Green-winged Teal – peak counts included 
ca. 250 at Open Pond, at least 300 at Long 
Point, and at least 250-300 next to Obion, 
all 20 March (BP); and 300+ at Ballard 27 
March (SR). Two males at Melco 5 May 
(BP et al.) were the latest to be reported; 
also reported were 2 at Martins Fork Lake 
6 March (RD). 
 
Redhead – 1 at Hays Kennedy Park, Jef-
ferson, 25 April (MA, BBC) and nearby at 
the Payne Plant 14 May (BW) was the 
latest to be reported. Also reported were 2 
at Fishpond Lake 12 March (RD, SD). 
 
Ring-necked Duck – 465 on Lake No. 9 on 
3 March (HC, ME) represented the sea-
son’s peak count. A male lingered on Ky 
Lake above the dam into May (m. ob.); a 
pair at Camp #11 on 24 May (BP, EHu) 
represented the latest report. Also reported 
were 19 at Pine Mt. SRP 6 March (RD), 
and 8 at Martins Fork Lake and 13 at 
Fishpond Lake, both 12 March (RD, SD). 
 
Greater Scaup – ca. 40 at Freeman Lake 19 
March (BP) represented the season’s 
modest peak count. 
 
Lesser Scaup – modest peak counts in-
cluded at least 250 on the Ohio River at 
Louisville 19 March (EHu); ca. 2000 on 
Ky Lake, Marshall, and perhaps a few 
thousand on Lake Barkley, Lyon, both 21 
March (BP); and ca. 240 on Barren 25 
March (DR, SS). Also reported were 6 at 
Martins Fork Lake 12 March (RD, SD) 
and 1 at Fishpond Lake 27 March (RD). 
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Surf Scoter – there were only two reports: 5 
including an adult male on the Ohio River 
opposite Shawnee Park, Jefferson, 23 
April (JBe, PB) and 2 females/immatures 
on Ky Lake above the dam 1 May (BP). 
 
White-winged Scoter – there were two re-
ports: 2 including the wintering adult male 
lingered on the Ohio River at Louisville to 
13 March (BP) and 1 at Fishpond Lake 12 
March (RD). 
Black Scoter – there was only one report: a 
female/immature on Mitchell Lake 20 
March (SR). 
 
Long-tailed Duck – there were two reports: 
a female on Ky Lake at Birmingham 
Point, Marshall, 15 March (BY, MY, 
EHu) and a male on Ky Lake above the 
dam 15 March (JR). 
 
Bufflehead – reports of interest included 1 
at Martins Fork Lake 6 March (RD); ca. 
100 on the Ohio River at Bellevue, Camp-
bell, 11 March (FR); and 2 both at Mar-
tins Fork Lake and at Fishpond Lake 12 
March (RD, SD). 
 
Common Goldeneye – a likely injured bird 
lingered on Ky Lake above the dam to 2 
May (BY, MY). 
 
Hooded Merganser – there were three re-
ports of breeding: a nest with 11 eggs in a 
nest box just se. of Elizabethtown, Har-
din, during early April (ph. FC) that rep-
resented a new county nesting record; a 
female with young in the Lower Hickman 
Bottoms 1/11 May (ph. DR); and a female 
with young at the Shallow Flats Viewing 
Area, Cave Run Lake, Rowan, 23 May 
(ph. GR). Also reported were 2 at Chenoa 
Lake 6 March (RD) with 4 there 12 March 
(RD, SD), and 2 at Pine Mt. SRP 11 April 
(RD). 
Common Merganser – a female at Minor  
Clark 16 May (†SMa) was exceptionally 
tardy. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser – peak counts 
included 50-75 on Ky Lake, Marshall, 
and 35-50 on Lake Barkley, Lyon, both 21 
March (BP); and 80 on Barren 25 March 
(DR, SS). Two on a pond in the Lower 
Hickman Bottoms 2 May (BY, MY) and 1 
on Barren 6 May (DR) were the latest to 
be reported. Also reported was 1 at Mar-
tins Fork Lake 17 April (RD). 
 
Ruddy Duck – ca. 150 on Lake Barkley, 
Lyon, 21 March (BP) represented the sea-
son’s peak count; 3 on Ky Lake above the 
dam 8 May (MMo et al.) were the latest to 
be reported. 
 
Red-throated Loon – there was one report: 
1 on Ky Lake near Sherwood Shores, 
Marshall, 21 March (†BP). 
 
Common Loon – peak counts included 35-
50 on Ky Lake, Marshall, 15 March (BY, 
MY, EHu) with at least 110 counted on 
Ky Lake, Marshall, 21 March (BP); and 
at least 40 on Barren 29 March (DR) with 
at least 60 there 6 April (DR) and ca. 30 
there 16 April (DR). Small numbers con-
tinued to pass through into early May with 
3 on Cave Run Lake 9 May (EM, JW, et 
al.); 3 on Green River Lake, Taylor, 16 
May (RD); 1 at Paradise 19 May (KH, 
 
White-winged Scoter (adult male) 
Jefferson, 13 March 2009 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
 
Female Hooded Merganser w/ brood 
Fulton, 1 May 2009 
David Roemer
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BP); and 1 at Petersburg, Boone, 23 May 
that lingered into June (LMcN) being the 
latest reported. Also reported were 2 on 
Martins Fork Lake 17 April (RD). 
 
Pied-billed Grebe –  6 at Melco 5 May (BP 
et al.); 1 at Island No. 8 Slough, Fulton, 
11 May (DR); and 2 or 3 at Camp #11 on 
24 May (BP, EHu) were the latest to be 
reported. One to 10 were seen at Chenoa 
Lake, Fishpond Lake, and Martins Fork 
Lake on several visits during March and 
April (RD). 
 
Horned Grebe – reports of interest included 
1 at Martins Fork Lake 6/12 March (RD, 
SD); 9 at the State Game Farm Lake, 
Franklin, 16 March (GSp); 30-35 at Free-
man Lake (BP) and 125+ on the Ohio 
River at Louisville (EHu), both 19 March; 
and at least 100-150 on Ky Lake, Mar-
shall, 21 March (BP). 
 
American White Pelican – reports of inter-
est included 385 at Blood River 13 March 
(HC); ca. 75 at Obion 20 March (BP); up 
to ca. 275 below Barkley Dam during 
early April (m. ob.); and ca. 30 at Calvert 
City 8 May (BP et al.). One at the Falls of 
the Ohio 4-9 May (GF fide AG, DSt, et 
al.) represented the only bird seen away 
from traditional areas. 
 
Brown Pelican – perhaps the same imma-
ture bird was present on Lake Cumber-
land, Russell, 23-25 April (ph. T&CS); 
then on Cave Run Lake 6/8 May (ph. 
CLe), and finally on Lake Carnico, Nich-
olas, 16 May into June (fide W&GK, WH, 
ph. MMo, ph. BY). KBRC review re-
quired. 
 
Double-crested Cormorant – peak counts 
included at least 1500-2000 on Ky Lake, 
Marshall, and a few thousand on Lake 
Barkley, Lyon, both 21 March (BP); ca. 
200 on the Ohio River above Uniontown 
Dam, Union, 23 March (CC); 700+ on 
Mitchell Lake 27 March (SR); and 325+ 
at the Falls of the Ohio 3 April (DSt). 
Several with Great Blue Herons at Ship-
pingport Island, Jefferson, 29 April (BP, 
EHu) appeared to be initiating nesting 
behavior with 6 active nests first observed 
there 21 May (DSt) and 12 active nests 
counted there 23 May (BP). One to 2 were 
seen at Martins Fork Lake 27 March–17 
April (RD). 
 
Anhinga – 1 was seen on a slough along US 
51 nw. of Wickliffe, Ballard, 26 March 
(†JBr). KBRC review required. 
 
American Bittern – there were six reports: 
2 at Green River WMA w. of Neatsville, 
Adair, 17 April (BGy); 1 at Long Point 27 
April (BP, ph. EHu); 1 at Lewis County 
WMA 6 May (SF); 1 at Hardy Slough, 
Sauerheber, 6 May (BY, MY); and singles 
at the Payne Plant (BW) and s. of Pot-
tertown, e. Calloway (RH), both 9 May. 
 
Least Bittern – there was only one report: 1 
heard on the North Fork Dryden Creek 
embayment of Lake Barkley, Lyon, 20 
May (EHa). 
 
Great Blue Heron – there were a few re-
ports of new nesting sites: 1 nest on a 
wooded slope above Cranks Creek Lake, 
Harlan, 17 April (RD); 1 nest on Wolper 
Creek at Petersburg, Boone, 26 April 
(JCm, KCa); and a new nesting colony 
along Beaver Creek near Glasgow, Bar-
ren, 8 April (LC). 
 
Great Egret – 1 in w. McCracken 19/20 
March (JR/SR) and 3 at the heronry at 
Kuttawa 21 March (BP) were the earliest 
to be reported; other reports of interest 
included 5 n. of Lewisburg, Logan, 4 May 
(LC) and 26 near Sauerheber 13 May 
(CC). 
Snowy Egret – singles at Ballard (JR) and at 
Miller, Fulton, (EHu, JH), both 5 April, 
were the earliest to be reported; other 
 
 
Brown Pelican 
Cave Run Lake, 8 May 2009 
Chris Leffler 
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reports of interest included 25 at Long 
Point 26 April (RD et al.) and 1 along 
Craddock Lane, Hart, 9 May (SK et al.). 
 
Little Blue Heron – singles at Ballard 5 
April (JR) and at LBL, Trigg, 8 April 
(BLi) were the earliest to be reported; 35 
at Long Point 24 April (MTo) represented 
the season’s peak count. 
 
Cattle Egret – 1 near Lake No. 9 on 5 April 
(EHu, JH) was the earliest to be reported; 
1 near Leitchfield, Grayson, 19 April 
(DMt) and 12 near Sauerheber 4 May 
(CC) were the only ones seen away from 
far w. Kentucky. 
 
Black-crowned Night-Heron – several had 
returned to the heronry at Kuttawa by 21 
March (BP) and 5 seen near the mouth of 
the Little Sandy River at Greenup, Green-
up, 21 March (RS, SF, GR) were likely in 
the vicinity of a nesting colony. Other 
reports of interest included 2 at Sauer-
heber 23 April (CC) with 1 there 9 May 
(CC). 
 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron – there were 
several reports, all being included: 2 nest-
ing birds had returned to Woodbine Drive, 
Lexington, by 2 April (PD); 1 at Green 
River WMA w. of Neatsville, Adair, 17 
April (BGy) with 2 there 22 May (ph. 
DCm); 1 along the Greenbelt Highway, 
sw. Jefferson, 2 May (CLa); and 2 over 
West Ky WMA, McCracken, 6 May (SR). 
 
White-faced Ibis – a bird entering alternate 
plumage was present at Long Point 25-26 
April (ph. DH et al.). KBRC review re-
quired. 
 
Osprey – a previously constructed nest on 
the Beaver Creek embayment of Cave 
Run Lake, Menifee, was active 29 April 
(SB fide EM); the recently established 
pair at Shippingport Island, Jefferson, was 
incubating during May (DSt et al.). 
 
Mississippi Kite – singles at Boatwright 
WMA, Ballard (SR), and at Clarks River 
(HC), both 24 April, established a new 
early arrival date for the state by two days. 
There were two reports of birds away 
from known breeding areas: 1 over Sin-
clair 19 May (BP, KH) and 1 over the 
Louisville landfill and Melco 20 May 
(RAn). Also reported was a loose group of 
at least 25 adjacent to Ballard 31 May 
(JR). Also see the Addendum at the end of 
this report. 
 
Bald Eagle – tallies of 11 at and adjacent to 
Obion 20 March (BP) and at least 10 there 
1 May (BP) were noteworthy; an adult 
was repeatedly seen in the vicinity of the 
Falls of the Ohio during the spring, sug-
gesting the possibility of a nesting pair 
nearby (m. ob.). New nests were located 
along Hurricane Creek, Crittenden (KH, 
SV); at Gentle Pond, Sauerheber (ph. 
CC); near Smithland Dam, Livingston 
(KH, SV); along the Cumberland River a 
few miles n. of Iuka, Livingston (KH, 
SV); and on the Wolf Creek embayment 
of Lake Cumberland, Russell (WC fide 
KH). 
 
Northern Harrier – as is the norm, a few 
territorial birds were reported from var-
ious units of Peabody WMA, Muhlen-
berg/Ohio; other reports of interest in-
cluded 1 at McElroy 30 April/7 May (DR) 
and a male at the Starfire Mine, Knott, 20 
May (KH). 
 
 
Bald Eagle on its “condo” 
Henderson, 23 March 2009 
Charlie Crawford 
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Red-tailed Hawk – a juvenile Krider’s 
morph in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 22 
April (DR, DB) was the latest individual 
of western forms reported. 
 
Rough-legged Hawk – 1 near the Cincinnati 
airport, nw. Boone, 20-21 March (ph. TSt, 
LMcN) and 2 at Sinclair 19 April (DMt) 
were the latest to be reported. 
 
Golden Eagle – there were three reports: 2 
juveniles at the Dry Creek Overlook, 
DBNF, McCreary, 21 March (RD); a 
juvenile or sub-adult over w. McCracken 
25 April (†JR); and a very tardy unaged 
bird over Beargrass Creek SNP, Jefferson, 
3 May (†MW, BBC). 
 
Merlin – there were only three reports: 1 at 
Melco 4 March (BP, BW); singles at 
Bowman Field, Louisville, and Seneca 
Park, Louisville, 8 March (MA, JSti); and 
1 or 2 at Sinclair 5 April (BY, MY). 
 
Peregrine Falcon – there were only four 
reports of birds other than local nesting 
pairs: 1 at Long Point 26 April (RD); 1 at 
Waitsboro 1 May (RD); 2 migrating past 
Ky Dam Village 8 May (MMo et al.); and 
1 near Dot, Logan, 9 May (FL, AL). A 
newly established nesting pair at East 
Bend was incubating eggs during May 
(KH, LMcN, et al.) 
 
Virginia Rail – there was only one report: 1 
at Lewis County WMA 6 May (SF). 
 
Sora – it was another poor season for the 
species with only 3 encountered at Sauer-
heber 4 April (DR, KOS), only 1 there 12 
April (BP, EHu), and only a few others 
reported elsewhere. One in an enclosed 
garden section of a Meijer store in Lex-
ington 16-17 May (DSv) was certainly out 
of place. 
 
American Coot – a few thousand total on 
Ky Lake, Marshall, and Lake Barkley, 
Lyon, 21 March (BP) represented the 
season’s peak count; 2 at Chaney Lake 22 
May (DR) and 4 at Camp #11 on 24 May 
(BP, EHu) were the latest to be reported. 
 
Sandhill Crane – good numbers continued 
w. of Cecilia, Hardin, into the first week 
of March with 4192 counted in the vicin-
ity 3 March (RP) and ca. 3370 counted 
coming in to two roost ponds there that 
evening (BP, EHu, et al.). Thirty over 
Hickman, Fulton, 5 April (EHu, JH) and 1 
at the Louisville landfill 14 April (RAn) 
were the latest to be reported. 
 
Black-bellied Plover – 2 at Chaney Lake 18 
April (DR) were the earliest to be repor-
ted; a female at Camp #9 on 24 May (BP, 
EHu) was the latest to be reported; 22 at 
KY 739 on 16 May (FL) represented the 
season’s peak count. 
 
American Golden-Plover – 3 at Open Pond 
14 March (BY, MY) and 1 in the Lower 
Hickman Bottoms 17 March (HC, ME) 
were the earliest to be reported; modest 
peak counts were represented by 26 at 
Open Pond, 60 near Long Point, and 10-
15 at Obion, all 20 March (BP). 
 
Semipalmated Plover – 1 at Chaney Lake 
18 April (DR) was the earliest to be re-
ported; scarcely reported during May with 
20-25 at Horseshoe Road 24 May (BP, 
EHu) representing a pitiful peak count for 
the season; 2 at Petros Pond 31 May (DR) 
were the latest to be reported. 
 
Black-necked Stilt – there were a few re-
ports, all at Long Point: 2 there 20 March 
(ph. BP) established a new early arrival 
date; 2 there 25 April (DH) with a male 
there 27 April (BP, EHu) and a pair there 
1 May (BP). 
 
American Avocet – there were two reports: 
ca. 20 at Ky Dam Village 27 April (BP, 
EHu) and ca. 20 at Barren 28 April (MV 
fide DR). 
 
Spotted Sandpiper – small numbers lin-
gered into late May with the following 
observations representing the latest to be 
reported: at least 6 along the Licking 
River, Nicholas/Robertson, 23 May (SMa, 
RBr); 1 at Camp #11, a few at Horseshoe 
Road, and 8 on bars below Newburgh 
Dam, Hender-son (BP, EHu), all 24 May; 
1 in Pulaski 26 May (RD); 2 on the Ohio 
River at Dayton, Campbell, 28 May (FR); 
and at least 1 at Melco into June (EHu et 
al.). 
 
Solitary Sandpiper – 1 at Sauerheber 4 
April (DR, KOS) was the earliest to be 
reported; 1 at Chaney Lake 22 May (DR) 
was the latest to be reported. 
2009 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 69 
Greater Yellowlegs – 1 at Russellville 11 
March (MB) was the earliest to be repor-
ted. Peak counts included at least 50 in the 
Lower Hickman Bottoms 20 March (BP) 
and at least 87 in w. Henderson 12 April 
(BP, EHu). One along McDonald Landing 
Road 24 May (BP, EHu) was the latest to 
be reported. 
 
Willet – there were only a few reports, all 
being included: 2 at Ky Dam Village 21 
April (DMt); 1 at Ky Dam Village and 7 
at Kuttawa, both 27 April (BP, EHu); 4 at 
Barren River Lake SRP, Barren, 30 April 
(DR); 2 at Paradise 3 May (MY, BY); and 
ca. 12 at Minor Clark and ca. 40 at Cave 
Run Lake dam, both 9 May (EM). 
 
Lesser Yellowlegs – 1 at Russellville 11 
March (MB) was the earliest to be repor-
ted. Peak counts included  90 at Sand 
Slough, Henderson, 12 April (BP, EHu); 
ca. 100 at Chaney Lake 13 April (DR); 
and at least 150 at Long Point 22 April 
(DR, DB). Two at Horseshoe Road 24 
May (BP, EHu) were the latest to be 
reported. 
 
Upland Sandpiper – there were only two 
reports: 2 at Chaney Lake 18 April (DR) 
and 4 in the vicinity of Chaney Lake 21 
April (DR, DB). 
 
Ruddy Turnstone – there was only one 
report: 1 at Chaney Lake 10 May (DR). 
 
Sanderling – there was only one report: 1 at 
the Ky Dam Village beach 8 May (BY, 
MY). 
 
Semipalmated Sandpiper – 1 at Petros 
Pond 30 April (DR) and 3 s. of Sassafras 
Ridge, Fulton, 1 May (BP) were the ear-
liest to be reported; the species was not 
numerous this spring with the following 
modest peak counts: 31 at Minor Clark 17 
May (SMa); 25 at KY 739 on 22 May 
(FL); and ca. 75 along Uniontown-Mt. 
Vernon Road, Union, and 200+ in a 
flooded field near Horseshoe Road, both 
24 May (BP, EHu). 
 
Western Sandpiper – there was one report: 
1 at Open Pond 27 April (BP, EHu). 
 
Least Sandpiper – wintering birds or early 
migrants were at Blood River and Jon-
athan Creek during early March (HC, BH, 
et al.); 5 at Casey Creek 5 March (RD) 
were likely very early migrants; 3 along 
Uniontown-Mt. Vernon Road, Union, 24 
May (BP, EHu) and 2 at Melco 25 May 
(BP, EHu) were the latest to be reported. 
 
White-rumped Sandpiper – there were on-
ly a few reports, all being included: 1 at 
Chaney Lake 22 May (DR); 5 near Camp 
#9 on 24 May (BP, EHu); 1 at KY 739 on 
27 May (FL); and 8 at Petros Pond 27-28 
May (DR) with 6 still there 31 May (DR). 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper – 60 at Sand Slough, 
Henderson, 12 April (BP, EHu); ca. 80 at 
Chaney Lake 15 April (DR); and ca. 250 
at Long Point 24/26 April (MT/HC et al.) 
represented modest peak counts; 1 at KY 
739 on 27 May (FL) was the latest to be 
reported. 
 
Dunlin – the species was quite scarce during 
the normal May peak; however, small 
numbers appeared quite early with the 
following reports of interest: 1 at Chaney 
Lake 8 March (DR) and 18 April (DR, 
DB); 1 at Blood River 13 March (HC); 
and 7 at Sauerheber 23 March (CC) with 
12 there 30 March (DR, DB), 15 there 1 
April (CC), and 17 there 12 April (BP, 
EHu). 
 
Stilt Sandpiper – there were only three 
reports: 3 at McElroy 18 April (DR); 3 at 
Chaney Lake 21 April (DR, DB); and 3 at 
Long Point 26/27 April (BY, MY/BP, 
EHu). 
 
Short-billed Dowitcher – the species was 
quite scarce with only four reports: 1 at 
the WKU Farm 28 April (DR); 10 near 
McElroy 7 May (DR); ca. 30 at Minor 
Clark 9 May (EM); and 10 at Chaney 
Lake 10 May (DR). 
 
Long-billed Dowitcher – there were not 
many reports, all being included: 1 at 
Chaney Lake on five dates 15 April–10 
May (DR); 14 in the Lower Hickman 
Bottoms 22 April (DR, DB); 34 at Long 
Point 26 April (HC et al.); and three 
flocks totaling at least 145 individuals 
(including 72 at Long Point and 55 near 
by) in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 27 
April (BP, EHu) that represented a new 
state high count. 
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Brown Pelican, Lake Cumberland, Russell 
23 April 2009 
Photo by Carol Stroud 
 
 
 
Brown Pelican, Lake Carnico, Nicholas  
28 May 2009 
Photo by Mark Monroe 
 
White-faced Ibis, Fulton 
25 April 2009 
Photo by Don Hanks 
 
 
American Bittern, Fulton 
27 April 2009 
Photo by Eddie Huber 
 
Laughing Gull, Lake Carnico, 28 May 2009 
Photo by Mark Monroe 
 
Rough-legged Hawk, Boone, 21 March 2009 
Photo by Tommy Stephens 
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“Iceland Gull x Thayer’s Gull,” Kentucky Dam 
21 March 2009 
Photo by Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
 
 
Western Kingbird, Boone 
9 May 2009 
Photo by Joe Caminiti
 
Northern Shrike, Jefferson, 5 March 2009 
Photo by Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
 
Bell’s Vireo, Jefferson, 25 May 2009 
Photo by Eddie Huber 
 
 
White-winged Crossbill, Campbell, 12 March 2009 
Photo by Steve & Dave Maslowski 
 
Clay-colored Sparrow, Fayette, 8 May 2009 
Photo by Joe Swanson 
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Wilson’s Snipe – peak counts included 156 
at Long Point 3 March (HC, ME); at least 
250 scattered in w. Fulton 20 March (BP); 
and 65+ in s. Jefferson 28 March (MA, 
BW). 
 
American Woodcock – tallies of 75 at Cen-
tral Ky WMA, Madison, 6 March and 32 
at Green River WMA, Adair, 14 March 
(AN et al.) were quite impressive. 
 
Wilson’s Phalarope – there were only two 
reports, both from Long Point: 2 there 22 
April (DR, DB) and a female there 27 
April (BP, EHu). 
 
Bonaparte’s Gull – ca. 600 at Open Pond 
20 March (BP); ca. 1000 at Barren 23 
March (DR); 225 at Jonathan Creek 24 
March (HC); and ca. 400 at Blood River 
27 March (HC, BH) represented the sea-
son’s peak counts. Two adults at Ky Dam 
7 May (CBe, EHu, et al.) were tardy. 
 
Laughing Gull – there were four reports: an 
adult at the Falls of the Ohio 13-15 March 
(DSt et al.); 2 adults at the Falls of the 
Ohio 1 May (EHu); 2 adults at Ky Dam 1 
May (DR, BP) and 2 May (BY, MY); and 
a first-year bird at Lake Carnico, Nich-
olas, 28 May (ph. MMo, BP, G&WK). 
 
Herring Gull – at least 25 were still in the 
vicinity of Ky Dam 1 May (BP); 1 at the 
Falls of the Ohio 21 May (DSt) was the 
latest to be reported. 
 
Thayer’s x Iceland Gull – likely the same 
first-year bird seen below Ky Dam in late 
January was present at Ky Dam 21 March 
(ph. BP). 
 
Lesser Black-backed Gull – 2 were still in 
the vicinity of Ky Dam 22 April (DR, 
DB), and an adult or third-year bird lin-
gered in the vicinity of Ky Dam to 1 May 
(DR, BP). 
 
Glaucous Gull – a lingering first-year bird 
was still at Ky Dam with possibly another 
on Ky Lake off Sherwood Shores, Mar-
shall, both 21 March (BP); probably the 
same first-year bird lingered in the vicin-
ity of Ky Dam to 22 April (DR, DB). 
 
Great Black-backed Gull – a first-year bird 
continuing from winter lingered in the 
vicinity of Ky Dam to 11 May (DR, HC). 
 
Least Tern – 1 at Sauerheber 13 May (CC) 
was the earliest to be reported. 
 
Caspian Tern – modest peak counts includ-
ed at least 50 at Calvert City 8 May (BP et 
al.) and ca. 40 at Ky Dam 11 May (DR, 
HC). 
 
Black Tern – there were only two reports: 2 
on Ky Lake above the dam 8 May (BP, 
EHu, MMo) and 2 below Ky Dam 17 
May (BLi). 
 
Common Tern – there were several reports, 
all being included: 10 on Ky Lake above 
the dam 1 May (DR); 1 at the Ky Dam 
Village marina 6 May (BY, MY); ca. 6 
over Ky Lake above the dam (BP et al.) 
and 12 at Barren (DR), both 7 May; at 
least 8-10 over Ky Lake above the dam 
and several at Calvert City, both 8 May 
(BP et al.); and at least 1 on Ky Lake 
above the dam 14 May (BLi). 
 
Forster’s Tern – 41 were at Jonathan Creek 
by 6 March (HC) with at least 50 at Blood 
River 27 March (HC, BH); small numbers 
were scattered on Lake Barkley, Lyon, 21 
March (BP); at least 50 were at Calvert 
City 8 May (BP et al.). 
 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo – in contrast to the 
spring 2008, it was an excellent, early 
season for the species; 1 at Cherokee Park 
22 April (JBe, PB, CBe) was the earliest 
to be reported with a few reports by the 
last weekend of April (m. ob.) and at least 
4 and probably 6 or more at Surrey Hills 
Farm 29 April (BP et al.). 
 
Black-billed Cuckoo – it was an excellent 
season for the species with a number of 
reports, all being included: 1 heard in n. 
Anderson 24 April (KH); 1 at Surrey Hills 
Farm (BP et al.) and 1 at Mt. Zion (RD), 
both 29 April; 1 at South Williamson, 
Pike, 1 May (JCa); 1 in LBL, Lyon, 3 May 
(BY, MY); 1 at Beargrass Creek SNP, 
Jefferson, 3 May (RBo, MA, BW); 1 
heard at Shaker Village, Mercer, 5/6 May 
(BLe/BP et al.) and 27 May (KH); 1 heard 
w. of Bridgeport, Franklin, 5 May (JBr) 
and singles at Bridgeport, Franklin, and at 
the State Game Farm, Franklin, both 6 
May (JBr), 1 at Floyds Fork Park, Jef-
ferson, 7 May (BW); 1 heard at Peters-
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burg, Boone, 9 May (LMcN); 1 at Casey 
Creek 16/21 May (RD); 1 at Iroquois 
Park, Jefferson, 17 May (MA, RBo); and 
1 at Veterans Park, Lexington, 25 May 
(JPu). 
 
Barn Owl – there were four reports: 1 at 
Central Kentucky WMA, Madison, 11 
March (AN), 1 at Green River WMA, 
Taylor, 18 March (AN); 1 in e. Calloway 
9 May (HC); and a pair nesting in sw. 
Logan (FL). 
 
Chimney Swift – 1 at Somerset, Pulaski, 1 
April (RD) was the earliest to be reported. 
 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird – singles at 
New Concord, Calloway, 25 March 
(†BGg) and at Paducah, McCracken, 25 
March (†JN) represented new early arri-
val dates for the state; next earliest were 
birds in w. Pulaski 5 April (LMcC) and at 
Panorama Shores 8 April (KCo). 
 
Olive-sided Flycatcher – there were only 
four reports: 1 at Douglass Hills, Jeffer-
son, 1 May (MY); 1 at Blood River 9 May 
(HC, ME); 1 at Cherokee Park 16 May 
(BW, BA); and 1 at the WKU Woods 
along Bennett Lane, Warren, 19 May 
(DR). 
 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher – there were on-
ly four reports: 1 in e. Calloway 9 May 
(RH); 1 heard singing “che-bunk” at Sur-
rey Hills Farm 15 May (BP); 1 at Draut 
Park, Jefferson, 17 May (MY); and 1 at 
Surrey Hills Farm 29 May (BP). 
 
Alder Flycatcher – there were six reports: 1 
at LBL, Lyon, 8 May (BP et al.); 1 in e. 
Calloway 9 May (RH); 3 heard at Surrey 
Hills Farm 15 May (BP); 1 heard at 
Vogue 19 May (BP, KH); 1 heard at Sen-
eca Park, Louisville, 20 May (RBo); and 1 
heard at J.J. Audubon State Park, Hen-
derson, 23 May (RM). 
 
Willow Flycatcher – 1 in LBL, Lyon, 8 
May (BP et al.) was an out-of-place mi-
grant and the earliest to be reported. 
 
Least Flycatcher – a tally of 34 (most or all 
that were likely on territory) at the summit 
of Big Black Mountain, Harlan, 10 May 
(BY, MY) was exceptional for this rare 
breeder. 
Western Kingbird – 1 was at East Bend 9 
May (LMcN, ph. JCm, KCa, GP). KBRC 
review required. 
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher – unfortunately, 
none were seen in the vicinity of recent 
territories near Grand Rivers, Livingston, 
or at Barkley Dam, Lyon, this spring. 
There were only two reports: 1 just w. of 
Hickman, Fulton, 26 April (JR) and 1 
along Cedarmore Road, e. Shelby, 20 May 
(CM fide HB). 
 
Loggerhead Shrike – 1 along Balden Lane, 
Mercer, 4 May (GSc), represented a rela-
tively unusual report for the Blue Grass 
region. 
 
Northern Shrike – a first-year bird was at 
Melco 4-5 March (ph. EHu, et al.). KBRC 
review required. 
 
Bell’s Vireo – 1 at Sinclair 21 April (DMt) 
was the earliest to be reported; 1 at LBL, 
Lyon, 8 May (BP et al.) was a local first; 
the species was “perhaps more numerous 
than ever” on various units of Peabody 
WMA, Muhlenberg/Ohio, 19 May (BP, 
KH). There were two reports of birds 
away from known breeding areas: 1 at 
Melco 24 May into early June (BY, MY, 
ph. EHu, et al.) and 1 at Owensboro, 
Daviess, 31 May (LC). 
 
Blue-headed Vireo – singles at the Alpine 
Rec. Area, DBNF, Pulaski, 20 March 
(RD) and at Natural Arch Scenic Area, 
DBNF, McCreary, 21 March (RD) were 
the earliest to be reported. 
 
Philadelphia Vireo – singles at Berea For-
est 28 April (AN), Eddyville, Lyon, 29 
April (KL), and at Owsley Fork Lake, 
Madison, 30 April (AN) were the earliest 
to be reported; other reports of interest 
included a nice total of ca. 10 at LBL, 
Lyon, 8 May (BP et al.). 
 
Fish Crow – 1 at Long Point 3 March (HC, 
ME), 1 at Jonathan Creek 6 March (HC), 
1 at Blood River 13 March (HC), and at 
least 3 at Ballard 20 March (SR) were the 
earliest to be reported.  
 
Common Raven – there were a few reports 
from traditional areas including a pair at 
the nest site at Bad Branch SNP, Letcher, 
19 March/15 April (JF); 1 at Big Black 
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Mountain, Harlan, 17 April (RD); and 2-3 
heard at Big Black Mountain, Harlan, and 
1 west of Cumberland, Harlan, both 10 
May (BY, MY). 
 
Purple Martin – 1 in Fulton 3 March (HC, 
ME) was the earliest to be reported. 
 
Tree Swallow – ca. 20 at Spindletop 12 
March (DL) were the earliest to be 
reported. 
 
Cliff Swallow – 25-30 active nests on the 
LG&E hydro dam on Shippingport Island 
23 May (BP) represented a long-awaited 
first breeding record for Jefferson. 
 
Red-breasted Nuthatch – 1 at Martins Fork 
Lake, Harlan, 6 March (RD) represented 
the only report away from the Rock 
Bridge, DBNF, Wolfe, breeding area, 
where 5 were seen 23 March (AN) and 2 
were seen 18 April (FR, VR) and 31 May 
(BP, EHu, MS, BY, MY). 
 
Rock Wren – 1 at Surrey Hills Farm 11 
May (ph. BP, ph. MMo, ph. JH, et al.) 
represented a second state record. KBRC 
review required. 
 
Sedge Wren – there was only one report: 1 
in e. Calloway 9 May (RH). 
 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher – 1 at Blood River 
25 March (HC) was the earliest to be re-
ported. 
 
Veery – 1 banded at Clarks River 24 April 
(HC) was the earliest to be reported. 
 
Gray-cheeked Thrush – 1 at Chaney Lake 
25 April (BP, EHu) and 1 at Berea Forest 
28 April (AN) were the earliest to be re-
ported. 
 
Swainson’s Thrush – 1 at E.P. “Tom” Saw-
yer State Park, Jefferson, 22 April (CBo) 
was the earliest to be reported; latest was 
a singing bird at Surrey Hills Farm 23 
May (BP). 
 
Wood Thrush – 1 heard at Panorama 
Shores 14 April (KCo) was the earliest to 
be reported. 
 
Gray Catbird – 1 at Blood River 27 March 
(HC) was quite early. 
 
American Pipit – peak counts of interest in-
cluded 125+ near Long Point 7 March 
(MA); ca. 40 at Chaney Lake 18 April 
(DR); and 35+ at Open Pond 27 April 
(BP, EHu). 
 
Cedar Waxwing – overall, numbers peaked 
during April, somewhat earlier than dur-
ing recent years; peak counts included ca. 
200 at Bernheim Forest, Bullitt, 11 March 
(RBo, BBC); ca. 200 in Warren 13 March 
(DB); at least 500 at Shaker Mill, Warren, 
3 April (DR); ca. 200 at Martins Fork 
Lake 11 April (RD); and ca. 300 at East 
Bend 9 May (JCm, KCa). 
 
Blue-winged Warbler – 1 at Caperton 
Swamp Nature Preserve, Jefferson, 18 
April (BY, MY, RBo) was early for the 
local area. 
 
Golden-winged Warbler – there were six 
reports of migrants: 1 at Mammoth Cave 
23 April (DMj, MMa); 1 at Chaney Lake 
25 April (BP); 1 at LBL, Lyon (BY, MY) 
and 2 at LBL, Trigg (BLi), both 3 May; 2 
at LBL, Lyon, 8 May (JBr, BP, et al.); and 
1 near the Louisville Zoo, Jefferson, 9 
May (DCt, NV). Results of Ky. Dept. of 
Fish and Wildlife atlas work for this spe-
cies will be reported in the Summer 2009 
report. 
 
Orange-crowned Warbler – there were 
four reports: 1 at LBL, Lyon, 20 April 
(DMt); 1 at the Louisville landfill 22 
April (RAn); 1 at LBL, Trigg, 23 April 
(BLi); and 1 at Middle Creek Park, 
Boone, 24 April (RR).  
 
Northern Parula – 1 at Blood River 30 
March (HC, ME) was the earliest to be 
reported. 
 
Yellow Warbler – 1 at Travis WMA, Car-
lisle, 5 April (EHu, JH) was the earliest to 
be reported. 
 
Magnolia Warbler – 1 along the Missis-
sippi River, Hickman, 30 May (BLi) was 
the latest to be reported. 
 
Cape May Warbler – singles at LBL, 
Trigg, 23 April (BLi) and Chaney Lake 25 
April (EHu, BP) were the earliest to be 
reported. 
 
Black-throated Blue Warbler – there were 
only three reports—all of males—away 
from known nesting areas: 1 at Red River 
Gorge, Powell, 2 May (BP, KH, JF); 1 at 
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Jefferson Memorial Forest, Jefferson, 8 
May (BW); and 1 at Miles Park, Jeffer-
son, 9 May (BW). 
 
Palm Warbler – 1 at Berea Forest 11 April 
(AN) was the earliest to be reported; 1 at 
Joe Creason Park, Jefferson, 16 May 
(RBo, BW) was the latest to be reported. 
 
Prothonotary Warbler – singles at Blood 
River (HC) and near Central City, Muh-
lenberg (SN, JN), both 2 April, were the 
earliest to be reported. 
 
Swainson’s Warbler – 1 near Great Mea-
dows, DBNF, McCreary, 24 April (SS, 
TSa) and 2 at Little Lick 28 April (RD) 
were the earliest to be reported; also re-
ported were 1 near Little Lick 9 May 
(CN); 5 at Little Lick 26 May (RD); and 1 
along the Swift Camp Creek Trail, DBNF, 
Wolfe, 31 May (BP, EHu, MS, BY, MY). 
 
Ovenbird – 1 at the Alpine Rec. Area, 
DBNF, Pulaski, 5 April (RD) was the 
earliest to be reported. 
 
Louisiana Waterthrush – 1 heard at the Ky 
Sheriff’s Ranch, Marshall, 21 March (BP) 
was the earliest to be reported. 
 
Connecticut Warbler – there were only two 
reports: 2 at East Bend 9 May (JCm) and 
3 in e. Calloway 9 May (RH). 
 
Mourning Warbler – there were several re-
ports, all being included: 1 at LBL, Lyon, 
8 May (JBr, MMo, et al.); 1 in e. Callo-
way 9 May (RH); 1 at Surrey Hills Farm 
12/15/17/25 May (BP et al.); 1 at Draut 
Park, Jefferson, 17 May (MY); 1 at Iro-
quois Park, Jefferson, 17/22 May (MA, 
RBo); and 1 at Melco 25 May (EHu). 
 
Wilson’s Warbler – a tally of at least 9 at 
LBL, Lyon, 8 May (BP et al.) was rela-
tively impressive. 
 
Canada Warbler – a male banded at Shaker 
Village, Mercer, 27 May (KH et al.); 1 
seen at Surrey Hills Farm 29 May (BP); 
and 1 heard e. of Pinnacle, w. Lee, 31 
May (BP) were the latest to be reported. 
 
Summer Tanager – a first-year male at Jon-
athan Creek 20 March (†ME) was excep-
tionally early, representing a new early 
arrival date for the state by nearly three 
weeks. 
 
Scarlet Tanager – 1 at LBL, Trigg, 10 April 
(BLi) was the earliest to be reported. 
 
Bachman's Sparrow – the only report was 
of 3 at the traditional breeding areas on 
Fort Campbell, Trigg, 17 April (DMo). 
 
Clay-colored Sparrow – up to 4 were pres-
ent at the Lexington Cemetery 8 May (ph. 
JSw et al.). KBRC review required. 
 
Field Sparrow – a flock of ca. 50 at the 
Louisville landfill 25 March (RAn) was 
likely indicative of a peak migratory per-
iod. 
 
Vesper Sparrow – as is the norm, small 
numbers were reported from scattered 
locales from mid-March to mid-April; 
reports of interest included 1 in Menifee 
17 March (ph. RAd); 8 at Melco 26 
March (BP, EHu); 2 at Minor Clark 18 
April (GR); and 1 at Hays Kennedy Park, 
Jefferson, 25/29 April (MA, BBC/BW). A 
bird seen at the jct. Handy Road and 
Shawnee Run Lane, Mercer, 4 May (GSc) 
was especially tardy and possibly on 
territory. 
 
Lark Sparrow – the only reports originated 
in areas where the species has nested dur-
ing the past few years as follows: 1 on 
Fort Campbell, Trigg, 17 April (DMo); 2 
pairs along Vance Road, s. Warren, 25 
April (BP, EHu); and 2-3 along McDon-
ald Landing Road 5 May (CC). 
 
 
 
Lark Sparrow, Henderson 
5 May 2009 
Charlie Crawford 
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Savannah Sparrow – there were two re-
ports of late birds possibly on territory: 2 
including a singing bird at Fonthill, Rus-
sell, 16 May (RD) and 1 at the Starfire 
Mine, Knott, 20 May (KH). 
 
Henslow’s Sparrow – the species was 
seemingly not as numerous at various 
units of Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg/ 
Ohio this year (m. ob.) Reports of interest 
included 1 at a new locale at LBL, Trigg, 
10/23 April (BLi) and 2 near Shanty 
Hollow Lake, Warren, and at least 2 near 
Jetson, Butler (DR), both 22 May. 
 
Le Conte’s Sparrow – the only report was 
of 2-3 continuing from winter at Long 
Point 20 March (BP). 
 
Fox Sparrow – 1 near Fisherville, se. Jef-
ferson, 11 April (EHu) and 1 at Douglass 
Hills, Jefferson, 12 April (MY, BY) were 
the latest to be reported. 
 
Lincoln’s Sparrow – 1 at the Starfire Mine, 
Knott, 20 May (KH) was the latest to be 
reported. 
 
Dark-eyed Junco – 2 at Mammoth Cave 24 
April (ph. DMj, MMa); 1 at Mammoth 
Cave 25 April (SK, KOS) and 1 at Lex-
ington 16-18 May (ph. DCh) were the lat-
est to be reported. 
 
Lapland Longspur – at least 20 w. of 
Miller, Fulton, 20 March (BP) were the 
latest to be reported. 
 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak – a female in s. 
Scott 24 March (BLa, DL) was the earliest 
to be reported. The species did not put on 
as good a showing at feeders during the 
peak of migration, but small numbers 
occurred at many locales. A pair was seen 
copulating at Gunpowder Creek Nature 
Park, Boone, 23 May (LMcN). 
 
Painted Bunting – a male was observed 
along Squire Holland Road a few miles n. 
of Murray, Calloway, 9 May (†MMi). 
KBRC review required. 
 
Dickcissel – 1 in Ballard 24 April (SR) was 
the earliest to be reported. 
 
Bobolink – 4 at the WKU Farm 25 April 
(BP, EHu), 1 at Spindletop 26 April (IS), 
and 1 near Dot, Logan, 26 April (FL) 
were the earliest to be reported. Modest 
peak counts included at least 150 in the 
Lower Hickman Bottoms 1 May (DR) 
with ca. 70 still there 11 May (DR); ca. 50 
in e. Trigg 3 May (BLi); and 43 in Cal-
loway 9 May (HC et al.). Additional re-
ports of interest included 3 males in Row-
an 4 May (SF); a female at the Starfire 
Mine, Knott, 20 May (KH) and a few on 
territory nw. of Harrodsburg, Mercer, 30 
May (GD). 
 
Rusty Blackbird – reports of interest in-
cluded ca. 6 at Minor Clark 7 March 
(GR); 60+ at Long Point 7 March (MA); 
ca. 50 at Chaney Lake 20 March (DR); 
and 100-150 along McDonald Landing 
Road 12 April (BP, EHu). 
 
Brewer’s Blackbird – there were several 
reports, all being included: 3 at the WKU 
Farm 16 March (DR); 3 at Walton Pond, 
Warren, 19 March (DR) with 11 there 28 
March (DR, DB); at least 15 near Lake 
No. 9 on 20 March (BP); and 25 along 
Smokey Road, Ballard, 13 April (SR). 
 
Purple Finch – the species increased during 
late March and early April as migrants 
passed through; 2 males in n. Anderson 6 
May (TA) were the latest to be reported. 
 
White-winged Crossbill – 2-7 birds lin-
gered at St. Anne's Convent, Campbell, 
into mid-March (ph. FR, ph. D&SMs, 
DMt, ph. TU/JL fide FR) with 4 or 5 last 
seen there 15 March (FR). 
 
Pine Siskin – abundance and distribution of 
wintering birds remained relatively stable 
into early spring; e.g., ca. 70 were still 
outside Morehead, Rowan, 23 March 
(SF); ca. 80 were at Bee Rock Rec. Area, 
DBNF, Pulaski, 31 March (RD); “great 
numbers” lingered at South Williamson, 
Pike, through the first week of April 
(JCa); more than 50 were still near Big 
Gimlet, Elliott, 9 April (EM); and 40+ 
were still at St. Anne’s Convent, Camp-
bell, 26 April (FR). A notable pulse of 
migrants appeared during the last week of 
April and first week of May; e.g., at least 
50 arrived at Panorama Shores 3 May 
(KCo); numbers increased to 150-200 at 
Mt. Zion during the first few days of May 
(RD); and numbers “increased to medium 
size flock” in e. Daviess 4 May (MTh). 
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Pine Siskins remained relatively numer-
ous and widespread into the second week 
of May; numbers then decreased quite 
rapidly with the latest reports being 1 in e. 
Daviess 14 May (MTh); 1 at Prospect, 
Oldham, 19 May (WA); 1 at Glasgow, 
Barren, 23 May (LC); 1 at Bardstown, 
Nelson, on or about 29 May (PG); and 2 at 
Mt. Zion 26 May with 1 still there into the 
first week of June (RD). Evidence of 
breeding was limited to the observation of 
2 pairs gathering nesting material in e. 
Fayette during the second week of April 
(DSv). Additional reports originated from 
the following counties: Anderson (TA); 
Lyon (BY, MY, EHu/BP et al.); Mc-
Cracken (SR/JR); and Taylor (AN).  
 
Erratum to Spring Season 2006: Rebels 
Rock (location of 2 Common Ravens) 
(KW 82:72, 2006) is located in Harlan, 
not Letcher. 
 
Erratum to Fall Season 2006: a female 
Blue Grosbeak was seen feeding a juv-
enile along KY 746, Wolfe, not KY 749 
(KW 83:20, 2007). 
 
Erratum to Winter Season 2008-2009: the 
location of ca. 50 American Tree Spar-
rows 29 January 2009 (KW 85:52, 2009) 
should have been Casey Creek, Adair, not 
Cedar Creek. 
 
Addendum to Spring Season 2008: a sec-
ond-year Mississippi Kite was present 
just e. of Hillsdale, ne. Simpson, 22-23 
May 2008 (ph. JSto). 
 
 Observers: Rita Adkins (RAd), Win Ahrens (WA), Terry Anderson (TA), Ryan 
Ankeny (RAn), Audubon Society of Kentucky (ASK), Michael Autin (MA), Bonnie Avery 
(BA), Beckham Bird Club (BBC), Jane Bell (JBe), Pat Bell (PB), Mark Bennett (MB), 
Carol Besse (CBe), Carl Bochmann (CBo), Steve Bonney (SB), Rod Botkins (RBo), David 
Brown (DB), Horace Brown (HB), John Brunjes (JBr), Rhonda Bryant (RBr), Joe Caminiti 
(JCm), Kathy Caminiti (KCa), Joan Carr (JCa), Fred Carroll (FC), Hap Chambers (HC), 
Don Chestnut (DCh), Dona Coates (DCt), Kathy Cohen (KCo), Will Connelly (WC), Derek 
Coomer (DCm), Jason Courter (JCo), Linda Craiger (LC), Charlie Crawford (CC), Phyllis 
Deal (PD), Roseanna Denton (RD), Steve Denton (SD), Gary Dorman, II (GD), Melissa 
Easley (ME), Josh Felch (JF), Garrick Fields (GF), Scott Freidhof (SF), Alan Goldstein 
(AG), Paula Geihs (PG), Brian Gray (BGy), Barbara Groening (BGg), Wendell Haag 
(WH), Don Hanks (DH), Erin Harper (EHa), Barry Hart (BH), Robert Head (RH), Kate 
Heyden (KH), Eddie Huber (EHu), Jennifer Huber (JH), Kentucky Ornithological Society 
(KOS), Wendell & Ginny Kingsolver (W&GK), Steve Kistler (SK), Betsy Lang (BLa), 
David Lang (DL), Celia Lawrence (CLa), Ben Leffew (BLe), Chris Leffler (CLe), Ken 
Leggett (KL), Bill Lisowsky (BLi), James Lundberg (JL), Allison Lyne (AL), Frank Lyne 
(FL), David Marjamaa (DMj); Mary Anne Marjamaa (MMa), Scott Marsh (SMa), Don 
Martin (DMt), Dave & Steve Maslowski (D&SMs), Linda McClenden (LMcC), Lee 
McNeely (LMcN), Mike Miller (MMi), Mark Monroe (MMo), Calvin Montfort (CM), 
Evelyn Morgan (EM), Daniel Moss (DMo), Rudy Mueller (RM), multiple observers (m. 
ob.), Jacob Neace (JN), Susan Neace (SN), Connie Neeley (CN), Judy Nethery (JN), Andy 
Newman (AN), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BP), Gayle Pille (GP), Joe Pulliam (JP), Rocky 
Pritchert (RP), Scott Record (SR), Frank Renfrow (FR), Veronica Renfrow (VR), Rob 
Ripma (RR), Gerald Robe (GR), David Roemer (DR), Jeff Rowe (JR), Thomas Saya (TSa), 
Georgann Schmalz (GSc), Rick Seelhorst (RS), Gary Sprandel (GSp), Stephen Stedman 
(SS), Tommy Stephens (TSt), Ian Stewart (IS), Matt Stickel (MS), Jack Still (JSti), 
Jonathan Stoke (JSto), Del Striegel (DSt), Tom & Carol Stroud (T&CS); David Svetich 
(DSv), Joe Swanson (JSw), Marilee Thompson (MTh), Mike Todd (MTo), Tom Uhlman 
(TU), Nancy Vance (NV), Mike Vessels (MV), Shawchyi Vorisek (SV), Major Waltman 
(MW), Jim Williams (JW), Barbara Woerner (BW), Ben Yandell (BY), Mary Yandell 
(MY). 
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FIELD NOTE 
 
Rock Wren in Jefferson County 
 
 On the morning of 11 May 2009, I was working on our family farm in northeastern 
Jefferson County, when I noticed a small, light brown songbird with a long, thin bill fly up 
from the ground next to one of our barns and perch on a utility wire. Having some 
binoculars with me, I looked at the bird and recognized it as a Rock Wren (Salpinctes  
obsoletus). I immediately called several local birders and continued to watch the bird as it 
moved around from structure to structure before disappearing from view. 
 
 Within a short time, a few other birders arrived, and we relocated the bird and 
followed it for more than an hour as it hopped around the bases of the barns and adjacent 
silos. Most of the time the wren was in view, it foraged for insects gleaned from both the 
vertical surfaces of the structures and the surrounding vegetation. The bird methodically 
hopped and flew from place to place while it foraged, sometimes disappearing under small 
overhangs. It spent most of its time on or within a few feet of the ground, but on two 
occasions it ascended 25-30 ft (7.7-9.2 m) up on a silo.  
 
 During the course of the day, approximately two-dozen birders were able to see the 
bird, which continued to move about the barns and silos into the late afternoon. On one 
occasion, the wren flew over to a small pile of bricks and stones that were piled in a gully in 
an adjacent pasture; it seemed quite at home there, foraging for nearly an hour, but a 
territorial Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) kept chasing the wren and it finally retreated 
back to the barns. A few individuals were able to capture photographs of the bird during the 
morning (see front & back covers of this issue). 
 
 The Rock Wren was about the same size as a Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovi-
cianus), although slightly different in proportions, with a notably long, thin bill that was 
dark gray in color. Overall the bird’s head and upperparts were grayish brown, with a 
lighter supercilium that was not always apparent. Many of the feathers of the nape, back, 
and upper wing coverts were marked with small, dark teardrop markings and tiny whitish 
spots, creating a unique pattern. The throat, breast, and belly were whitish with some 
relatively faint and narrow darker streaking on the upper breast, and the flanks were a pale 
orange-buff. The flight and tail feathers were light grayish brown and marked with darker 
bars. An obvious pale orangish-brown band was present at the tip of all but the innermost 
two tail feathers; this character was most notable when the bird flared its tail while landing. 
The undertail coverts were whitish with several very distinct, wide dark bars. The legs and 
feet were dark gray or blackish. 
 
 The Rock Wren was heard calling and/or singing on a number of occasions, but sounds 
were typically soft and difficult to hear clearly, even at relatively close range. Some of the 
series of notes sounded like the distant song of a Dickcissel (Spiza americana). According 
to Lowther et al. (2000), only males are known to sing, indicating that this individual was a 
male. On one occasion during the afternoon, the bird was definitely singing a song of 
repeated, whistled (but mostly hoarse) notes as it perched on a piece of machinery about 50 
feet (15.4 m) away. Unfortunately, the wren could not be relocated the following day, and it 
was not encountered again. 
 
 This is the second record of Rock Wren in Kentucky. One was seen 16 October 1965 
along a stone “fence” west of Danville in Boyle County (Kemper and Loetscher 1968). 
While this species occurs occasionally in eastern North America, it does not wander as 
regularly as many other western passerine vagrants that show up on an annual basis east of 
the Mississippi River. Domagalski (2007) lists about 30 records from “midcontinent” states 
and provinces (i.e. those not touching ocean) east of the Mississippi River, most during the 
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spring and fall. The summary includes one record for Indiana and Ohio, and two records for 
Tennessee. Interestingly, four weeks after the Kentucky sighting, a Rock Wren was seen in 
St. Clair County, Michigan, 7 June 2009 (D. O’Brien, pers. comm.). 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
 
K.O.S. Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Grants Available 
 
 The Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky 
with monetary awards of up to $1000. For guidelines on how to apply, please visit the 
K.O.S. web site (http://www.biology.eku.edu/kos/monroe.htm) or contact either Shawchyi 
Vorisek, Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY, 
40601 (shawchyi.vorisek@ky.gov), or Dr. Blaine Ferrell, Ogden College of Science and 
Engineering Dean’s Office, Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, KY, 42101 
(blaine.ferrell@wku.edu). 
 
K.O.S. Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 
 
 The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the 
deeper appreciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of 
up to $500, visit the K.O.S. web site (http://www.biology.eku.edu/kos/annestamm.htm) or 
contact Mark Bennett by mail at 113 Iroquois Circle, Russellville, KY, 42276, or via email 
at (benn5609@bellsouth.net). 
 
Kentucky Bird Records Committee 
 
 The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) is charged with determining the 
validity of records of rare and out-of-season birds in Kentucky. Sightings of such birds 
should be documented with information supporting the identification promptly submitted to 
the KBRC. Photographic evidence is desirable but not essential. Electronic documentation 
is preferred and should be submitted to KBRC Secretary, Ben Yandell, via e-mail at 
secy@kybirdrecords.org. Hard copy documentation should be mailed to Ben Yandell, 
KBRC Secretary, 513 Lymington Ct., Louisville, KY 40243 
 
Visit the K.O.S. Website 
 
 To learn about the Kentucky Ornithological Society, visit the KOS web site main-
tained by Dr. Gary Ritchison at http://www.biology.eku.edu/kos/default.htm. 
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Above: White-faced Ibis, Long Point Unit Reelfoot N.W.R., Fulton Co.; 25 April 2009 
Photo by Don Hanks 
 
 
Below (left and right): Rock Wren, Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson Co., 11 May 2009 
Photos by Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (left) and Mark Monroe (right) 
 
 
